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ARTY Project:
Objectives

Strengthen youth participation in local and European decision-
making processes, ensuring their voices are actively heard and
Integrated into policy.

Promote creativity, artistic expression, and collaboration among young
people, enabling them to develop innovative solutions for community
challenges.

Enhance key skills and attitudes such as leadership, teamwork,
communication, and problem-solving through non-formal learning
activities.

Foster inclusivity and equal opportunities, encouraging participation
from youth with fewer opportunities, migrants, and marginalized
groups.

Build sustainable networks between youth, organizations, and
decision-makers for long-term



ARTY Project:
Expected Impact

Empower young people to develop confidence, advocacy skills,
and a sense of responsibility within their communities.
Establish sustainable channels for dialogue between youth,
local authorities, and European institutions.

Increase awareness among policymakers and community
leaders about the importance of youth participation and
creative engagement.

Inspire communities to adopt inclusive practices and policies
that reflect the needs and perspectives of young people.
Encourage long-term engagement and participation in civic,
cultural, and artistic initiatives at both local and European
levels.




N Why the
Youth Art
Symposium’

This Local 2-day symposium allows youth to participate
without travel or logistical barriers.

Addresses the need for accessible creative spaces for young
people to explore and present their ideas.

Offers an interactive platform where participants can share
artistic expressions and learn from peers.

Encourages dialogue between youth, mentors, and local
cultural actors.







\J Principles of
Youth
Engagement

Inclusion: Ensure all local youth have the opportunity to
participate, including those with fewer artistic experiences or
limited prior access to art workshops.

Creativity: Encourage innovative and personal artistic
expression, letting participants explore new techniques and
styles in a supportive environment.

Participation & Voice: Give young people a real voice in
shaping activities, from choosing themes for collaborative
projects to presenting their artworks to the public.
Community Connection: Strengthen links between youth
and the local community, promoting dialogue, cultural
exchange, and shared appreciation of artistic efforts.
Learning by Doing:. Provide hands-on workshops where
participants actively create, experiment, and reflect, turning
theory into practice.

Feedback & Recognition: Recognize contributions through
certificates, exhibition displays, and constructive feedback,
boosting confidence and motivation.

Safe & Supportive Environment: Create a welcoming space
where participants feel safe to take creative risks and share
ideas without fear of judgment.




M nclusive

W Participation

e Targeting all youth: Ensure participation from students of different
schools, backgrounds, and skill levels, including those with less prior
exposure to arts.

e Accessibility: Host the symposium in a central, easy-to-reach venue in
Greece, suitable for all participants, with accessible facilities for those with
disabilities.

e Flexible engagement. Offer varied workshop formats — small group
activities, hands-on sessions, and open discussions — to accommodate
different learning styles.

e Support for beginners: Provide guidance and mentorship from
experienced artists, helping participants with little prior experience feel
confident in their creative expression.

e Safe environment: Foster a friendly and non-judgmental atmosphere
where all youth feel encouraged to experiment, share ideas, and
collaborate.

e Encouraging collaboration: Promote team projects that allow participants
to learn from each other, exchange perspectives, and create artworks
collectively.

e Digital & physical integration: Where possible, document workshops
digitally to share progress and achievements with the wider community,
while keeping the focus on in-person creative engagement.



N Digital & Blended
Approaches

e Collaboration & teamwork: Youth work in small mixed groups to co-create
artworks, learning negotiation, task delegation, and cooperative problem-
solving.

e Creative expression: Participants explore different media (painting,
sculpture, digital art, photography) and receive guidance on refining
techniques, fostering originality.

o Communication skills: Through artist statements, mini-presentations, and
peer feedback sessions, participants practice articulating ideas and
defending creative choices.

e Critical thinking & problem-solving: Encountering time limits, material
constraints, or collaborative disagreements helps participants develop
flexibility and creative solutions.

o Self-reflection: Participants reflect on their learning process and artistic
choices, enhancing awareness of their strengths and areas for growth.




Empowerment &

| Confidence Buildin

Active involvement: Each youth takes ownership of at least one
artwork or project segment, reinforcing agency.

Constructive feedback: Facilitators and peers provide structured
encouragement and guidance, strengthening self-esteem.
Recognition: Participants receive certificates of attendance and
public acknowledgment for their contributions during the event.
Leadership opportunities: Youth can lead a mini-workshop or guide
a peer activity, practicing initiative and decision-making.

Safe space for expression: The event fosters an inclusive and
supportive environment, allowing shy or hesitant participants to
gain confidence through gradual exposure.



Networking &
Dialogue with
Policy-Makers

Community interaction: Local educators, artists, and municipal representatives
are invited to observe workshops and engage in discussions with participants.
Dialogue sessions: Structured Q&A or roundtable sessions allow youth to voice
opinions about arts education, community engagement, and cultural
participation.

Collaborative opportunities: Participants can exchange ideas and contact
information to continue joint projects beyond the symposium.

e Raising youth visibility: The event demonstrates youth contributions to local

culture, helping policymakers understand and support young people’s creative
initiatives.

Documentation & sharing: Insights from these interactions are recorded and
summarized to inform future programs, ensuring youth perspectives influence
local cultural strategies




- Community & Local
IMmpact

e Connection with local community: The symposium actively
involves local schools, youth centers, and art organizations,
creating strong links between participants and the
community.

e Local visibility: Artworks are displayed in public spaces or
community centers, allowing residents to engage with youth
creativity.

« Community participation: Residents are invited to interact
with the artworks, provide feedback, and join collaborative
art activities, fostering a sense of shared ownership.

e« Promotion of cultural dialogue: Encourages discussion about
local culture, social issues, and creative solutions,
strengthening community cohesion.

e Legacy building: Selected artworks can be exhibited
permanently or documented online, ensuring ongoing
community inspiration and appreciation.




Creativity &
Cultural Awa reness |

-Exploration of different media: Participants work with painting,
sculpture, digital art, and photography, enhancing artistic
versatility.

-Cultural diversity: Workshops include technigues and inspirations
from different cultural traditions, broadening participants’
perspectives.

-Creative problem-solving: Participants experiment with
unconventional materials and collaborative projects, encouraging
innovative thinking.

-Reflection on personal and societal identity: Artworks invite
participants to express their own experiences and viewpoints,
increasing self-awareness and empathy.

-Encouragement of experimentation: A safe environment allows
for risk-taking and trial-and-error, helping youth discover new
forms of artistic expression




A\

Challenges &
Problem-Solving

e Time constraints: Completing artworks in a 2-day timeframe
teaches prioritization and efficiency.

e Material limitations: Working with limited supplies
encourages resourcefulness and creative adaptation.

e Group dynamics: Collaboration may involve conflicting ideas

or styles, requiring negotiation, compromise, and ./.-
f N B |

consensus-building.

e Accessibility considerations: Ensuring that workshops and
exhibition spaces are inclusive for participants with different
abilities.

e Learning from obstacles: Each challenge is treated as a
learning opportunity, with facilitators guiding participants to
reflect on solutions and improve teamwork.







\| Sustainability
& Follow-Up

Permanent exhibition options: Coordinate with local
galleries, schools, or community centers to host selected
artworks long-term.

Continuous engagement: Encourage participants to join
local art clubs or youth networks after the symposium.
Knowledge sharing: Document workshops and results
In guides, photo albums, or online platforms for future
participants.

Networking  continuation: Maintain  connections
between participants, facilitators, and local
organizations for ongoing projects.

Replicability: Lessons learned will help organize similar
events in other communities with realistic resources and
structures.




Policy |
Recommendations

e Support youth creativity: Advocate for policies that fund local youth art
INnitiatives and provide accessible spaces for artistic expression.

e Promote inclusion & diversity: Encourage measures that enable
participation from underrepresented or disadvantaged youth.

e INntegrate arts into youth participation programs:. Recommend that local
authorities include art as a tool for civic engagement and education.

e Encourage digital engagement: Policies should support online showcases
and hybrid workshops for broader accessibility.

e Evidence-based decisions: Use data from monitoring and community
feedback to guide future youth-focused cultural programes.




Expected Long-Term
Benefits

e Enhanced youth participation: Young participants gain confidence to engage in future

community and cultural initiatives.
o Skills retention: Collaboration, creativity, and communication skills developed during the

symposium will benefit participants beyond the event.
e Stronger community connections: Local residents, organizations, and youth establish lasting

relationships, promoting continued dialogue and cooperation.
e Cultural awareness: Exposure to different artistic perspectives fosters openness and appreciation

for diversity.
e Replication potential: Lessons learned create a framework for organizing similar local events in

other regions.
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